
HENRY BROWN 
(R - INCUMB.)

JOB: Retired Piggly Wiggly executive   

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE: U.S. House of 
Representatives, 2000-present; State House 
of Representatives, 1985-2000; Hanahan 

City Council, 81-85  ENDORSEMENTS: 
NRA Political Victory Fund, The Post and 

Courier

RANDY MAATTA (D - 
WORKING FAMILIES)

JOB: Former U.S. State Department proj-

ect manager  POLITICAL EXPERIENCE: 

None  ENDORSEMENTS: The Sierra 
Club
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FOREIGN POLICY: Undeniably, 
America’s next step in Iraq is the 
most important issue in the cam-
paign. To say things haven’t gone 
as planned is an understatement. 
Brown says Democrats are look-
ing to “cut and run.” It’s encour-
aging that even Republicans like 
Brown are using words like “exit 
strategy,” but you have to wonder 
if they really are tired of this crap 
or if they just recognize that a 
majority of Americans are. Randy 
Maatta and other Democrats 
aren’t looking to roll up the tents 
Nov. 8, but they want a clear 
vision from this administration on 
how to get America out of this 
mess while giving Iraq the best 
chance for success.

ECONOMY: Brown says the 
economy is strong. Look at 
the stock market and housing 
numbers, he says. Well, if you 
don’t have stock or a mortgage 
or millions of dollars of inheri-
tance, there’s little for you to 
see through the rose-colored 
glasses. Maatta says out-of-control 
spending isn’t an urban myth, it’s a 
Republican reality. 

IMMIGRATION: Fixing the immi-
gration problem requires a rea-
soned conversation among legisla-
tors who can come to reasoned 

conclusions. Sending all the 
illegal immigrants back or build-
ing a fence may sound like great 
politics, but they’re both practical 
nightmares. Maatta says he’s 
ready to sit down and 
find solutions, including 
targeting employers of 
illegal immigrants who are 
encouraging the problem. 
Brown is an old man 
towing the Republican 
party line.

MINIMUM WAGE: It’s 
likely the issue that sums up 
the “do-nothing Congress.” 
North Carolina stepped out and 
increased its minimum wage, but 
South Carolina officials 
say they’re still 
scared a hike in 
the minimum wage 
will drive business 
elsewhere. Regardless 
of what the Republicans say, 
they’ve been the foils in raising 
the minimum wage nationwide 
to avoid those local competi-
tion concerns. Democrats in 
Congress finally got the support 
they needed for minimum wage 
hikes last year. So the Republicans 
decided to tack on the one thing 
that Democrats couldn’t vote for, 
a permanent repeal of the estate 

tax. 
What the whole 
ordeal highlighted was that the 
Republicans aren’t as concerned 
with a fair wage as they are with 
tax cuts for the wealthy. Maatta 
says that a Democratic Congress 
will have a minimum wage bill on 
the president’s desk within two 
weeks. 

FINAL EXAM: Maatta 
passes. Brown fails. Well, 

we could give some snide com-
ment that at least we’ve seen 
Maatta, but it’s more important in 
this race to highlight the fact that 
Democrats are looking to get 
things done, while Republicans are 
spinning their wheels.

TEACHER COMMENTS

WALLACE SCARBOROUGH
(R - INCUMB.)

JOB: Atlantic Coast Life Insurance Co.  

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE: State House mem-

ber since 2001  ENDORSEMENTS: NRA 

Political Victory Fund, The Post and Courier

EUGENE PLATT (D)

JOB: Retired from U.S. government

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE: James Island 

Public Service District Commission 

since 1993  ENDORSEMENTS: The 

Sierra Club
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DEVELOPMENT: Platt’s got 
a problem with new people. 
He says that he’s had about all 
the transplanters he can stand. 
“Nashville. Omaha. Des Moines. 
Nice places. People should be 
encouraged to stay there.” To say 
he would closely restrict develop-
ment would likely be an under-
statement.  

TAXES: Scarborough has said 
he supports further income tax 
cuts and opposes increasing the 
cigarette tax. Platt says income 

taxes are part of a balanced, 
three-legged tax system with sales 
and property taxes. He supports 
increasing the cigarette tax, one 
of the lowest in the country.

TUITION TAX CREDITS: Yep, 
that one again. Scarborough told 
the P&C that he supports some 
sort of voucher program for stu-
dents attending private schools. 
Platt says he questions the value 
in subsidizing private schools.

CHARACTER: Scarborough has 
been upset that recent personal 

events have provided much of 
the press on this campaign. Those 
events include Scarborough firing 
a weapon during an altercation 
with two South Carolina Electric 
and Gas employees and accusa-
tions in divorce filings that he 
had an affair with Rep. Catherine 
Ceips (R-Beaufort). Platt has 
claimed that Scarborough’s initial 
denial of the affair in The State 
newspaper puts Scarborough’s 
character into question. 
Scarborough has since refused to 
confirm or deny the affair.

FINAL EXAM: Platt is “passed 
on.” Scarborough fails. We grudg-
ingly send Platt on to the next 
grade, though noting his vocifer-
ous, though moot, support for 
the gay marriage amendment as a 
particular sticking point. That said, 
one can hope that when he goes 
to Columbia, he’ll be there to 
work for James Island, and not for 
Ceips’ district.

TEACHER COMMENTS


